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Accuracy of Calculation for the Solar Terms and the

Syzygys in the calendar of Datong Lishu 1527

LI Yong

(National Astronomical Observatories, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, 100012, China)

Abstract: Usually in ancient time the Lishu, published and consisted of the counting results
according to the calendar of Li added other traditional culture items, was used for average people.
For example Datong Lishu was calculated from the calendar of Datong Li. In this paper, we
investigate the Datong Lishu published in the sixth year in Jiajing period (1527), Ming dynasty
(1368-1644). According to the recorded new moon dates and the times of solar terms in this year,
both data with Chinese styles, and by use of our previous works for recovering the method of
Datong Li (also including Shoushi Li), together with modern astronomical ephemeris calculation,
the records about the new moon dates and solar-term dates and the times of solar-term were all
obtained by Datong Li method. There exists difference between both calendars, and the average
error for syzygy is 33.35 min (or 34.93 min), as for solar terms is 86.40 min, and sometimes
the same phenomena appear in different days due to the calculations of both calendars. When
compared with modern astronomical ephemeris, the mean error is 24.50 min (or 44.03 min) for
Datong Li counting the new moon date and 1.25 days for solar-term calculation, but it will be

reduced to 86.40 min when deducting the solar equation of the center.

Key words: the calendar of Datong Li; the calendar of Shoushi Li; Lishu; syzygy; solar terms



