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The Design of a 3-axis Mount Without Blind Area

GE Zhi-liang, ZHU Neng-hong, ZHENG Yi-jing

(Shanghai Astronomical Observatory, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai 200030,China)

Abstract: Alt-azimuth mount is often used for most of the state-of-the-art large telescopes
especially satellite trackers. It has compact structure and excellent mechanical performance, but
the blind area near the zenith makes it difficult to obtain continuous observing data. Although
equatorial or ALT-ALT mount hasn’t this deficiency, it is relatively lager than alt-azimuth mount
with the same aperture size. Meantime dome diameter goes up as the square of the aperture for

equatorial mount, which will great increase the manufacturing cost.
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A new design of 3-axis mount brought forward here is based on the alt-azimuth mount in
which another altitude axis is added. It is simply as an alt-azimuth mount while the satellite
isn’t in the blind area. The additional axis will start only when the satellite flies into the blind
area and the mount is converted to the ALT-ALT one immediately. The ALT-ALT mount works
just in a small range since the blind area is very small. Thus the mount integrates the advantages
of the alt-azimuth and ALT-ALT mount.

Laying out the sketch of this design, the paper mainly discusses its tracking method and de-
duces the coordinates converting equation. It also analyzes the rotating velocity and acceleration
of the 3 axes when the satellites fly off the blind area. Two real examples are given finally. It

proves that the 3-axis mount is a feasible design in constructing telescopes of 2 meters or larger.

Key words: astronomical telescope; blind area; 3-axis mount; satellite tracking
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