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The Study of the Electric Currents in Solar Atmospheric Plasma

TAN Bao-lin

(National Astronomical Observatories, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100012, China)

Abstract: The electric current is an important factor for the evolution of instability, energy
release and transport, and particle acceleration in magnetized plasma system, such as solar at-
mospheric plasma. This report presents a detailed discussion on the main properties of electric
currents in solar atmospheric plasma, its origin, role for plasma instabilities, and some unresolved
problems. The magnetic field is a key factor for the solar observation. However, the electric
current is also an important concept for understanding the processes of solar activities, such as
the energy transportation and dissipation, the trigger and driver of the plasma instabilities, the
coronal plasma heating, and particle acceleration. Such knowledge may be helpful for us to probe
the evolution of other plasma systems in the universe (for example, flaring stars, active galactic
nuclei, atmosphere in neutron star, etc). In the final part of this report, the author proposes a
qualitative modified electric circuit model in which the electric current is originated mainly from
the dynamo process in the solar convective zone. At the same time the neoclassical current may
partially contribute to the total current and affect the evolution of the current-carrying plasma
loops. These electric currents flow in the magnetic flux tubes, and release the energy by means
of magnetic reconnections in solar corona. At the end of this report some unresolved problems

associated with this model are outlined.

Key words: : plasma astrophysics; solar physics; electric current; solar atmospheric plasmas



