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The Recent Progress in the Theory of Black Hole
Accretion and its Astrophysical Applications(II)

YUAN Feng
(Shanghai Astronomical Observatory, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai 200030, China)

Abstract: In this paper we review the recent progress of the theory of black hole accretion,
focusing on the theory of advection-dominated accretion flow (ADAF) and one of its variants—
luminous hot accretion flow (Yuan 2001), and their astrophysical applications in our Galactic
center, Sgr A* low-luminosity AGNs, and black hole X-ray binaries. The whole review consists
of two papers. This is the second paper, focusing on the applications on low-luminosity AGNs
and black hole X-ray binaries.

Low-luminosity AGNs (LLAGNSs) are very common. Over 40% of nearby galaxies contain
LLAGNs. They are important sources also because they lie at the weak end of the luminosity
function of AGNs. Many of their observational features are different from the luminous AGNs,
such as the lack of the so-called ’big-blue-bump’, and the narrowness of the detected iron line.
All these features can be best explained by the truncation of the standard thin disk. Within
this truncation radius, an ADAF exists. Such a scenario may work for various kinds of LLAGNs,
including LINERsS, elliptical galaxies, FR Is, XBONGs, Blazars, and even some Seyfert 1 galaxies.
The physical mechanism of the transition from the thin disk to the ADAF still remains uncertain.
Three possible mechanisms have been proposed, including the evaporation of the thin disk, the
turbulent energy diffusion, and radiation pressure instability of the thin disk. But none of them
can give quantitatively good predictions to the transition radius.

Compared to AGNs, black hole X-ray binaries (BHXBs) can provide us with some additional
important information about black hole accretion. This is because they are generally more lu-
minous since their closer distance. Much more importantly, the mass of the black hole is much
smaller so any physical timescales in BHXBs are much shorter. They come in five states, namely
quiescent, low/hard, intermediate, high/soft, and very high states. The model for the hard state
is very similar to that of the LLAGNs. This model receives more evidence in the context of
BHXBs. Taking XTE J1118+4480 as an example, we illustrate in detail how this model can ex-
plain the multi-waveband spectrum and various timing features of this source. The model for the
quiescent state is also similar, but with much smaller accretion rates. However, different from
the hard state, the X-ray emission of the quiescent state may come from the jet rather than the
ADAF. The model for the high/soft state is a standard thin disk extending to the innermost sta-
ble circular orbit. We breifly introduce how to determine the black hole spin from fitting the soft
state spectrum after taking into account various corrections. The theoretical model for the very
high state is still an open question, which implies that our understanding to black hole accretion
is still in development. The speculative parallelism between AGNs and BHXBs is presented.
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